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On UoAuagoat 1990 ) the Republio of = omilitary toroos

meized the Emirvate of Kuwsit, This invasion did two thing=

wWhicn the United States of America tound unacceptable. One, it

gave a hostile government ovey 20% of the ftotal world supply

of cyude oil and put it in pozition to take another 20%
Two , it deposed s government which has  almost alwavs beaen
friandly fo the United States. 0On 3 August 1990, American
troops were committed to the defenzse of Saudi Arabia.

Dver the next three months, the United Nations passed

several resolutions demanding the withdrawasl of Iragi forces

from Kuwalt. The Traqi response was to bulld up its forces

atill more and Lo construct defensez along the Kuwsitl -

Saudl Dorder . By 8 Novembery 1990, the United States had

committed one armored, one mechanized infantry, one alyr

assault; and one airborne division to the Gulf defense., With

the passage of United Nations measures which could mean using

Force against Iraa, President George Bush ordered more tyoops

to the Gulf region. In a surprise move, the United States VIT
Corps, which included the 1st and 3d Armored Divisions, was
ordered to move to the Gulf. To round out thae VIT Corp@ tha ist
Iinfantyry Division Mechanized, from Fort Riley, Kansas, was also
sent . The 1st Infantry Division was nob at full strenghbh; one
of ite brigades was cermanently stationed in Europe.
Tranically ., the 3d Rrigade of the i1st Infantry Division was

anding down due to the force reductions, To give ftThis

N,

division a third brigade, the Zd armored Division {(Forward},



hamed In Garlatedt | Cermany . was ordarved o move to Saudr b
Join the 1at Infantry NDivision

The 2d Armored Division’s movemant begsn on Christmas
Fue, 1990, with the depsarture of the aAdvance Party., Ry 24

January 1991, the aentire byigade with eaquipment had movad to

Saudl and arrived at Tactical

Azsembly Area Roosevell , located
naar the Saudi wvillage of ad Dibdiba, which is forty miles from
the border between Kuwall, Saudi Avabia, and Iraa. {See map
ane ., )

During the period from 24 December 1990 until 24 January
1991, T was part of the advance party from Germany, then from
the port ares. 1 held the S-4 position, but on 24 January, T
was sent to ¢ Company, 1aft Rattalion, 4lst Infantry, to assume
the duties of Executive Otfficer. The previous Execulive
Of%icer had been pyomofted and was now the battalion Liasison
Officer with brigade. T was chosen bhecause T had been the
Fxaecubive Officer of £ Company for 18 months until ifs
deactivaltion. While at Assenmbly Aves Roosevelt, the battalion
task organized into a balanced Task Force. The Task Force had
fwo tank companies and two Rradley sauioped infantry companies.
Also, a3 company of engineers and a olatoon of Air Defensze
artillery arrived to finish our combat organization. This was
the organization that became known as Task Force Iron

No long after the arvival, the 1st Rartalion, 41st

Infantry Regiment , was chosen to move across the Iraai-Saudi

border to clear the way for the ground sssauvlt. Operations
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January 1291 On 11 Fehruary, the bhattalion received final

word to move on 173 February

On 13 February, the hattalion moved from its positions.
The movement. was over a two day period and caovered over 100
miles., The Commanders were on the border on a leaders recon:

therefore, the Fxecutive Officers controlled the movement of

the first dayv. The Commanders vejoined the unit on the

movement. , by using helicopter transport, the evening of the

first day. The movement was more than successfuli: the hours of

lost to maintenance

maintenanca paid off when no vehicles were

problem=s. In C Company, T can only thank my new Maintenance

Sergeant Staff Sergeant Mortoqz,who had recently taken the
position. His dedication and drive is what drove fhe
maintenance porogram, and his great knowledge of the systems

would fix thi

ngs almoat ax fast as we could break them, On 14

February 1991, the Task Force relleved the screening bhattalion
on the border. Task Force Ivron faced Iraag, only four
kilometers away.

The plan for Task Force Tron was simple: move forward,
ceross the border. and then clear in sector to within three
kilometers of the Traal main defensive helt. {See map Lwo)
This required a three phase opevabion,

Phase One@lwaﬂ foo move to and soross the Saudi berm.  In
the 1976 & 1980 °s, Saudil arasbia bullt a berm along its border

with Traa to keep rthe Desart ceoples from orassing tha horder

[t}
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wWithmout knowing Rud it omueh Likse s dike along & major

river , it was 1520 Toobt high and wide at the base. The

Dian called Yor moving mounted Yo within 800 meters of fhe

berm, A multi-story house on the Ssudl side of the herm was to
he clearad, Due to its helight ., fhis building provided
ohservation of the desert for many miles around, so its seizure
was key to the plan. after this, the vehicles would move to the
berm and dismount the infantry. The dismounts would cross the
berm, clearing 2,000 meters into Irag. This would all he
accomplished hy 1200 hours. at 1200 hours, six armored combat
earthmovers would cut through the berm at twelve points. The

Rradleys would then join the dismounted soldiers. The O Company

would move south, and B Company would move norih

2 Company

Tank, wWould then move into the gap areated by the movemant .
Whan the three companies were on line, Phase I was completea.
While we croamsed into Iraa, i1st Sauadron, 4th Cavalyy, st

Infantyy Division, was to cross to the north of our hattalion.

To the south 1st Sauadron, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division

P rwo N
Was to cross. (588 MAD Frkee )

During Phase Two, the Task Forace would move forward by fwo

b e .

vahicla bounds of one kilaometer Ne—gere to move 173 Kilomelters

forward, to within only 2 kilometers of the Iraal main
daefensive line. Our intelligence told us that, in the Rattalion
Sector, the Iraci’s had constructad seven plalboon positions, as
well as numerous observation costs, Only two platoons were

{ p

occupying the platoon positions, hut we did not know which
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fhase positions were o bhe cleaved during the

acouniad, &1
movemant . This ohazme would and uoon comoplietion of the movement. ,
wnich was not to be until afrter dark.

During Phase Thres, wa would hold our pesitions for 24 to

72 hours to  deny Traaqil forces asocazs to the berm. While we

remained fTorward, the engineers would enlavge the cuts in the

berm =so that each cut would z2llow a3 platoon to pass in battle
formation. After the engineers were complete, we would

withdraw to Saudi Arabia. Another battalion would assume

In addition to our attachments given in the Task

Organizatlion in Apoendix 1, we had in support eleven hattalions

ot 155mm artillery and virtually unlimited Combat Alry Supcort.
On 15 February, at @700 hours, I arvived with the Armoved
Combat. Earthmovers allotted to our company: five kilometers
from the berm, I stopped to await the word to bring them
forward., We waited here for the next three hours. During this

5

time, our company moved forward to within fwo berm.* The 1st
‘\\__—__’_————/‘_—

Platoon suppressed and then capotured the three story house on

the Saudi side of the berm. Recause of the Tlatness of the
Q?u(wm’.

land, from the roof of the house ydu could =ee for 28 to 30

milea with good binoculars. The house wss bobbytraoed and had

weaspons, ammunition, anti-tank rockets, radios, and other

eauipment. in it, but the Iraals had left long ago. The

anginaers latar destroved the house hecause it could be zeen
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At D3OG, 2t Costelo. the company

at. thi=s time. found the First

and working as my
Sargeant and divected him to hi= sosition. This allowed the

First Sergeant fo play his oart in the upcoming mission. The

first platoon to reach the berm was 2d Platoon, under

Swenty . He was auite shocked rto find a tank ditch our side of

tha berm. This had not been noted by any recon of the area and
)

. 4 ) ga-- . .
looked like a3 voad from the aiv. It was 10 foot wide and six
s

oot. deep, so we moved the armored combat sarthmovers all the
way to the barm sarly. They immediastely began to fill in the
ditch where we were going to cut the berm. In the company

. )

sector, wWe wWwera to cul six holes. Qccording to the plan, T was
in charge of the armored combat earthmover to cuft the center
two breaches . The First Sergeant, on the left, had an Armored
Combat. Earthmover fto cut two more breachas. The Fira Support
Team (FIST), on the right, had the third armored combhaf
earthmover fo cut the last twoe breaches. The Commarnder needed
the FIST that morning, so the 3d Platoon Leader, 2.t Minot
Crews, was put in charge of fthe right vehicle.

We moved forward to fill the diteh at about 1100 haours,

Then walted, &t 1130, the dismounted infantryy moved forward to

ansure that the far side of the berm did not have Ivaai

0

Infantry covering it. They moved fovward thres kilometers and

stoppead, It was about 12®®@Lwhen the word was glven fto cut the

£
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At 1r4AR, and T oretuynad it o The Sergeant Major  TT was

hern T the Commandery calling the 3d Blstoorn and gst i ing

no response ., T hurryied my vehicle down the beym to Tind the

armored combalt earth movers still waitbing snd gottﬁégiﬁtarted

p

cutting his two holes. T then ordered the vehicles of the 3d

Platoon Lo use the next closest cut to reinforce thelir

dismounts;: it was now 1315, and the ohher two platoons had

last two cuts were completed, and

fully crossed. Ry 149G, the )

T was returning the armored combat earthmover . The 3d Platoon
was fully linked un. Tt was nesarly 143¢@ before I was in

oosition. My commander had not waited for me but had started

the company movement without me. T easily caught up because the

movenent. wWwas slow and deliberate,

We only moved forward six kilometers during the day, not

the fitfteen we had planed on. We found out why

™ )

day. The 1st Sguadron, 7th Calvary, was Lo cross to my
company’s right, and the lst Sausdron, 4th Calvary, was to
cross to left of the Task Force. This would cowver the flanks of
the Task Force. The problem was that the 1st Sauadron, 7th
Calvary did not cross at all, and the 1st Sauadron, 4th
Calvary, was delaved by dismounted infantry resistance. So, as

night fell, we were mostly alone across the berm. Only &

2ingle rroop of the 1st Sauadron, 4th Calvary, covered our lefi
flank, and our own Scout Platoon covered our right flank: the

Scout Platoon was attached to O Company for malintenance and
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We weya

owas auilat s we Saw s couple of dismountad

v fraont, butr thay were st too greast s to

rangs

s

DY T

pany s movement Yhryaough fhe was mmoat ey Yhan

hacd orogressed only as far 33 we wWweres | Se niahnt
1LY Ogras by : : W 1) : _ rhant

stopped it

ive Fores = movemaent on line.

16 began great: We orepaved to move forward tao

a to the Iragl frenches. However, the 1st

Calvary, refused to across the barm or even to put

it. The fact that the 1st Calwvary Division was

of the XVTITth Airborne Corps, while we were

th Corps, meant that it wasn’t Just trving fo

Division Commandey to coordinate the movement

manders, and this msade the aituation more

my knowledge, the ftwo commanders never cooperatsad

=etill able to move forward zsome three kilometers,

able o move by adding the Brigade Scouts to

nk This gave the screen the extra fthree

e also recejved two Ground Surveillance Radar

he flank for the night. One was up at the

arner , the intersection of the company and =acouts.

set up between our center and left platoons. This

covery our entire fyont Ground Surveillarnce Raday

yget

et

axact

B

ue o

range o =lx miles away.

he day, dismounted Infantry and

combat . ! we atarted
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movgamert o ooy Front

About 1936, we gotr rhe Fivat sositive D of aneny sct iuiby
Fooouy front o However | whan the Ground Stoarveil lance Radar
triaed to get a5 FTix, hia acuioment hreoke down, and fhe laft
radar was out of operation for the vest of the night

Furtharmore, the vadar on the right was not cositioned Lo cover
our front, so we had to guess, Recause of the rvadar, we had not

put out range stakes, which later proved to be a8 very

mistake. As night wore on, I lef my orew sleep while T kept

watch, My vehicle was positioned 300 meters to the rear of the

right most platoon. The platoon to my front was Ist Platoon,

unday 2Lt Dan Strickland. Dan has spent nine vears, as

2 O R

enlisted, in Speclal Operations, so he was nobt as nervous

many of the other men who had less time Iin service., At about
2200, the commandey gave permission tory the 3d and 2d platoons
tfo open fire. Tt was estimated that The enemy was 3,000 meters

away , bubt wWe now know that the enemy wazs achually between 4,000
and 5,000 meters away. Neither our 25mm cannon nor the TOW anti

tank missile would fire that far. about midnight, we started to

get reports from the 2d and 3d clatoon that they had dismounted

...... a xo reported that severa)

ITrnfantyy to their front. It was al

ranks were to our front., Two vehiclas

fired TOWs at the targetrs

'
1

Py

which integrated on impact . These targets were verifie

Felicopters Lo our vear . The next morning. we found oot both

rargats wWere bharvels

Tt was alzo oriorv *o midnight that Yhe Commander movad his
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only lost his siming point, but a% ey moving, hae =et

WY OTIG Instesd of looking o he novtih, he was ook

southwest , to the rear, he sighted eaight tanks and at ahout

200 meters, This he repovied "o Ratrtralion and tried fo

contformation from the 3d Platoon, The platoon wehicles did not

raport any, o for 15

nutes he watched them, Finally, he got
out. of the wvehicle and shot an azimuth with a3 compass. The
)

&

ity

i -,

ght tanks were the two olatoons of the Battalion Reserve tank

company =2ent in Lo reinforce us neces=ary. The Commander

got. his vehicle straight . This only illustrates the problems of

night movement and orientation.

While th

H S owWas goling on, bhoth other comoanies

3 i

9
5
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the enemy vehiclas, to the north. They also angaged bha enemy

vehicles as best they could. Enemy dismounts were reported as

far back as the Rattalion TOC.

AT about 210, 17 February, 1t was determined that the

amounted infantry was our only wWorry at this time. There were

fanks to our front, but they were out of cur range. It was

then that the Rattalion called upon the Divisional Attack

Helicopter Battalion to come and help. A&t 0200, Apaches weve

ont hand. The Rattalion Commandar talked them to a position to

the vear of C Comzany Zoth apaches ITD7d two tanks and an

srmoyead Personnal Carrier at 4000 mebers to the north. Then

Tar a

o)

hey moved to get a shot |, & normal aaneuver e licopter

! 2= they do not stsy axoosaed in ons placs very long. When theay

T3
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HREQT=0% Bacd the Wiy tanks 51i0d AR gt ot cosition Oy .

T, *ook about Yoo launch bhoth miselles,
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ickland saw the wehiclan hit, They were not anamy that

ey and the Ground Survelllance

he saw hit, but a =scout

Radar Vehicle, At this time, no one on the ground knew that the

10

apache had hit the vehlocles., We all thought they had teen

by an RPG team,.

Dan came onto the company net. and sald that the two

vehicles orn the far right were on fire, and he wantaed to go
5

halp., The Commancder asked why he shoula go help when we were

e had sean suvwivors Jumpp off the

still engaged. He thean
vehicles, Tt owas then that T came over the net and =said that I

wowld go help them. As wWwe moved to aid the destroyved vehicles

crews, I called the Maedical track fo move as Tast as possi

le

to the site of the destroved vehicles. HMe asked where to gos T

3
ot
o]

told hi go to the fire Ry the fime we reached the site,

the Rradley was starting to have secondary explosions from the

ammunition aboard. 1T stopped my vehicle some 300 metars from

. 5 s

the burning vehicles and told Smecialist Gregory Rateham to

grab the First ald box and come with me. I was already

off the wvehi

Machinegun, the heaviest wespon on my vehicle, and Sergeant

Robertson, who had relieved Rateham as

¥
ol
—
-
Yo
%]
e
W
D
o
-
g
(%]
-
D
3
.l)
jan
D

Launcher out srnd prepared Yo fight
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attack and wers not gning fo a1 unti! they heard Ratsaham
ancd T calling outr in Fnglish Yhat we weve Americans Pyt

time, amall arms ammunitior and s11 the heavier ammunition we

axploding. Rateham and I opened our flak vests and, liftin

two wounded men to rtheir feet | wrapped them inside our flak

veata with We then moved as fast as we could as far as

they could go, only about 50 merers. Once the soldiers were

down, we saw twe Bradlevs come up, I went Lo one and got the

vehicles attention. T found out these vehicles were a section

from Dan’s platoon {(two vehicles: Dan was trying to find any

£ ?

survivora and guard us, We guickly found two mern. Ry
time, my medical vehicle was on hand. My chief medic, Sergesant

- T

Rost , came up and checked oul the wounded. As ha was chacking

> /

out SFC Miller, a oisce of shrapnal from one of the many

axplosions caught him on the chin., He felt his chin, saw that

3

it was still there, and continued to . We had

'

gotten both men into ths ald vehicls when the fwo other men

weare brought. in

From talking with SFC Miller and his a=ssiastant Gunner, T

hacd found out

there werse eigh

T

got witnh And he went around the vehicle at ahout 20

meters using his night wision sights to look out, while T went

hack in oat about 19 matars 1 wantead o

- men in the tuwo vehicles So

it he



no one hiart o on bie Tl

— ey v i pt} D ola -
hao hean killed . T ot hen

Fudo men

almast the same time Dan returved wi

ADC v iver had bhesn blown off his wve

his rear, had tried to drop the vamp

b2

NP e | Py Wit el s
oo odetarvm ne that

th the *wo drivers. Thea

Hivle and had a2 concussion:

= could not. walk., The Rracdley driver, smeeing the axclosion to

to the back to let out the

two men in the reary and then Jjumped out . He had found the APC

driver laving on the ground and pulled him about 100 mefers

from the vehicle. Dan had faound

hecause thay did not know it we were

T fthen t

wounded maen on my wvehic
cdirectly to the berm. However, I di

Scout line was anglad back to the so

B

go to the front of the Scouts., Soon,
Net., T was hearing reportas from the
going across theiy front. The Comma

togather and knew it was me. He bro

them that

—+
|
@0
T
3

5 ) .
e me I then to

serias of maneuvers so that they coul

moved behind “he Scouts, and soon ar

o

laction point whars Sergeant Ros!

&)Y four woundad in his wvenhic!

rapovrtad to the commander that T had

tha drivers hiding

(!

Tracl ar amevican,

avacuata Tiho

+

ook my vehicles due south,

od not realize that the

uthwest | This caused me Lo

et

On Battalion Command

Scouts that an &4PC was
naday then put two and two
ke in on their net and ftold

ok

vehicla through a

Id mee it wWas me., T then

rivad at the casualiy

had stopped to wait for
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dangerous to raturn to bha company .,

A

side of the berm until light. Thi=s 7 did, ard s*

returnad to the company. At noan, T meet with Lt Costelo to go
to the aite to pick up the hodies, llpon arvival, I found the

Rrigade Commander, Colonal Weisman alresdy there. We then sat
about picking up the bodies.

During the dayv. wWwe sesarched the ares in which the fight
had taken place. We Tound no esvidence o

was when the artillery began to

next. 48 hours, artillery fired

“imes, we had Just moved, and

atoons. Tt did not

it divectly in front of the 2d and 2d o

h

a0 olose tao Lt Craw’s vehiclse that he

=

Ry night, we had veplenished our ampunition and =set in

siming stakes. At 1700, we got the mission fo move fTorward six

kilometers after davk. &t 1906, wse began Lo move, by 2000, my

lost fthree thermal

company had

While B Compan ornly had ana#{

Foor over 3¢ hours,

burn oup, depending on how ald they ara.  Thraoughout

Qince crossing

the thermal sights had bean opsay



i D Yrom hesssy

et wAsS et e

ve out what hed gons wrong . We staved o
200 metevs Torward of our old cositions,
the last artillevy to hit at us during

the day came in on our old positions at abhoubt 2200,

L‘&‘

B Company had not had anvone hit duving the night fight

Rut. they did receive artillery fire several times. One of the

bursts blew a hole in the side of fthe medical wahiclese about the

s -

size of a2 man’s fist. Only the kevlar shield doors kact the

shrapnal from hurting thse craw,

Thae Tank company received some Tive., but it was a)

-~

inaccuyats . The TOO was not this

arrenpting to move to a new position, 82Zmm moviar

ire came
s : hits

in. The people inside the HMMWE’s were very vulnerable: one,

1Y Staeven Nott was wounded, our fivet soldier waunded by

anamy fire.

We fFound

Omn 17 February, we pulled out to bhe vyeols

out, as wWe moved, that we were not to be vyaplaced after

. L.
ne oaym.

s

(L

We withdrew to assembly points prior to arossi

, . ,
haer we arrvived abt the

points artillery hit the tank company

E

in o the center. One round exploded ahove the commander’s

oNG Rt naxt to the Fyxecutive OfFfficers rfrack,

The firat round woundad the gunney on the Commander 'z vehicls

Staff Sevgeant applegata; 1L also vipped away sll the avberior

carta of the tank., The Fxscutive OfFf]

P
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Lte mxterral sanipment . and e omain gl wWas o b b ael

shyaore ] . We rhen oulled cub at hig

bavym and then moved =oms 15 miles fooan

and rapsaiy our wvehiocles

Crossing the berm was the and of mission. On tha

zide of the berm, we crozased through part of ths 2d armorved

Cavalry Regiment

1

During the mission, the battalion had lost two vehicles

and two men killed, plus nine men wounded. 0F the wounded

wars back to duty in hours.  But the men were no longsr so

afraid of artillery ory tha enemy. The part of the miasion

make ue into combhat *riad mer had basn 53 auccess

7

4
T

L

I



continuously for ouver

worked out & solution

gnt sights for =o long. I owas taund that 11 they ave uaod

30

0

hours,

2t cannot keep the heat down e

the peopnle would

nly one half of

them on unless In contact .

2. Ranges in the des

the d

have one of two things

stakes . On the

oy

]

<8}

bevond the maximum va

SGround Surveillance Radar, we

capahilities., You mus

3. During our night

=

the thermal night sights, wWe wera lost

move in pitch hlack darkness is not sasy, nor

the morning, we Tound

but. two engineer vehicles had made 90 dagree fturns.,

ht. of the

[{s]

atAay in S

4. Our bilg

fhat, he was shoolbing

art

i
T s

ng&

th

ave nesyly ilmpoasible to guess

raert, vou can see for extremely long ranges. You nead to

Either & laser vange findar or rangs

of ouy wWeascons. KWith the

yeday Gl

movament of the 17th, with the loss of

Using &

is 1t asfe.  In

at

we had only moved a hundred meters,

You must

o
— L
vaehicles to voury vi or laft '

-
cadura . The apaches pilot was nobt suva

anamy , so much so that he used cannon

icdantificatrion should have



mignatura which 18 =saasn or b } ot The ol taot ol

ot raauest this, ancd the 2ilaot had

T

oilat =hould have

5. With their firvst taste ot combhat

-

LNy comkany , b

e commander of the vehicle next to the
destroved scout vehicle froze . When a =oldier freezes, you

ahould get him help immedistely. We allowed the soldier to go

Ob jector status. When

tao the Chaplain and apply for Conscianc

saw a doctor, we found it

happen anytime; some psopla reach the

fhan othera

N
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Sward:  Valorous Unit Award
Nats or pey
sutthority: Paragraph

o o manys

Fov aextyacy o

Task Force 1- 42 g coalition foveoe ro bresoh

Sauadi Arablan oy der AN, phxu%xv 1997 I
smbat. operastions in Trag 117 i
fwghts with the enamy on 17 Fe 199

art of the VII Coros main attack beginni: =

3 . &
conducted a forwsrd passage through 1st Tofantay
=laments and began a mission to clear s zone
resylted Iin enemy contact., On 26 Febyuary, :
kilometer road march, tha Task Force immediafeLy angaged In

yound combat with armoved and dismounted enemy of brigade
4

=lze, For =ix hour=s it wass involiwved in continuous combat with
A tenacious and determined enemy occupyving axtremely well

preparead and heavily fortified bunkers. Task Force infantry
alements dismounted and angaged the anemy in numerous short
range five fights while methodically clearing the extensive
bunker complex. Ry Morning the
raducaed the aentrenched enemy positions in 7one. ;nanWquc &

mart of the VIT Coros attack the Tas tryavellaed 85

Force had aystemat

2
-
)
x|

ilometars in less than 24 hours while sangaging at short range
multiple, dug in enemy tanks in ambush posi the Task
Force veached its Finagl obldective 28 Fabruary 1991 with a puszh

icles,

Which conrntinued the destruction of enemy

ground campaign, invelving Thelr attack
all

During the antiry
thyough Irag into KJWmI ., Task Force 1-41 travelled over 200
ilometars in 72 hours and destroved &5 armored vehicles and 10

artillery pileces, while capturing over 300 ensmy

hese ftotals do not include the many captured anemy armored
vehicles, while the 300 porizsoners is a low figure.
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